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Bangladesh Presidem:

Appreciates U.S. Help
And Hopes for More.

By Lee Lescaze
Washinaton Post Staff Writer

Bangladesh President Ziaur Rahman met with
President Carter yesterday to thank the United
States for past assistance and explain Bangladesh's
need for even more aid in the future.

Zia told a press conference that the White Hous
meeting “was extremely useful to us.” Bangladesh,
one of the world’s poorest and most densely popu-
lated nations, with more than 80 million people in
an area the size of Florida, is embarking on a new
five-year plan that will cost $18 billion at present
price levels. ‘ '

Bangladesh requested $2.8 billion in U.S. assist-
ance this year and has received commitments of $1.5
billion. Aid last year was $84 million.

Among the goals of the five-year plan, the 43-year-
old president said, is a doubling of agricultural out-
put. “Our land has the capacity, but it is badly or-
ganized,” he said. Planned agrarian reforms will get

greater pregluction from the land, he added.

Zia came to Washington for a few hours yesterday
after addressing the U.N. General Assembly Tues-
day, where he called for greater investment in de-
veloping nations by the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries. He said he had received initial
favorable reaction, from some OPEC members, but
he declined to name them. »

“The world has to look at this problem collec-
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Zia said that new talks are scheduled and he hopes
3 for a new understanding with the giant neighbor
‘ whose army was instrumental in winning Bangla-

' desh’s independence from Pakistan in 1971.

Zia left Washington yesterday for New York,
Paris and home without a specific commitment
of new support from the United States, but he
said. “President Carter assured me of all possible
assistance, specially in the agricultural sector.”.
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