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No Sugar-Coated News

“Why must you dwell on all that bad
stuff? Why not print (or broadcast)
more good news—news about people
who do good, happy, constructive
things?” N

Every journalist has heard those ques-
tions and variations on them many
times. There are answers, and they are
‘given, but the exchange seldom ends ina
meeting of minds. The journalist leaves
it feeling that he and his work are hope-
lessly misunderstood. Members of the
public leave it still convinced that news
people are hooked on the sensational,
the unpleasant and the destructive.

Now a pair of social psychologists
have come up with evidence that the
people pushing good news may have
something. In a series of ingenious ex-
periments, they bave found that good
news can cause you to feel and act
kindly toward your fellow humans and
bad news can turn you off so com-
pletely that you may become, at least
hriefly, “socially irresponsibie.”

The psychologists, Stephen M. Hollo-
way and Harvey A. Hornstein, both col-
lege professors, have reported their
findings in an article in Psychology To-
day. (It was reprinted in part in The
Post’s Jan. 9 Outlovk section.)

Most of their experiments involved
expos:ng suhjects to phony radio news-
casts, as if by accident. Some subjects
heard broadeasts conveying “good”
news-—a donor responds to an emer-

gency call in behalf of a patient in need,

of a kidney transplant, for example.
Others heard “bad” news—an aged art-

. ist beloved by all is strangled by an

aberrant neighbor, for example.

After being exposed to the newscasts
the subjects were tested to determine
their feelings about other people. The
psychologists found that those who had
heard good news felt generally tavora-
ble toward other people and were will-
ing to cooperate with them. Those who
were exposed to bad news took a nega-
tive, suspicious view of others and were
more inclined to compete with them.

Invariably, they said, “the good news .

produces more favorable views of hu-

manity's general moral disposition than

bad news does—despite the fact that
the news deals only with certain special
cases and not at all with human nature
on the grand scale.”

One of the most striking evidences of
the social effects of news cited by Hol-
loway and Hornstein was this:

[n 1968, researchers conducted an ex-
periment in which wallets were dropped
on the street to see how many were re-
turned. Testing had established reliably
that about 45 per cent of the wallets
would be returned within a few days.

But not a single wallet dropped on
June 4, 1968, was returned. Why? Late
that night Sirhan  Sirhan -assassinated
Robert F. Kennedy.

Sirhan’s bullet, concluded the psy-

chologists, not only killed a man but “it
damaged whatever social bonds had
caused people to return those lost wal-
lets. It demoralized people and made
thém socially irresponsible.”
The Holloway-Hornstein findings
should not be surprising. We all have
-felt the despair and discouragement
brought on by news of man's inhuman-
ity to man, and most of us would agree
that we affect each other by our behav-
{or, good and bad. Nevertheless, it is in-
 teresting and useful to have the effects
of good and bad news demonstrated.

" The News Business

What does all this mean to the news
business? Nobody would suggest that it
means all calamitous news should be sup-
pressed. But there may be some.who
would use the Holloway-Hornstein find-
ings to justify sugar-coating the news—
repressing the bad, inflating the good.

Others would say that the press
should not repress or inflate but should
try to give a more balanced piclure of
society than it does, with everything—
the good and the bad and the in-be-
tween—in proper balance.

Both these approaches run contrary
to the true role of the press. It is not o
paint the world in rosier hues than the

facts warrant, although an occasional
spot of brightness never does any harm.
Nor is it 'to accurately reflect all the
day’s happenings; that would be impos-
sible. It is, rather, to give the public
what it needs to know in order to partic-
ipate in and help shape society.

The judgments made in fulfilling that
role are often less than pure, They are
tainted by desires to shock and to enter-
tain, to satisfy an audience, to-achieve
commercial success. Nevertheless, the
basic role is clear.

Holloway and Hornstein decided on
the basis of their experiments that “cer-
tain news stories can demoralize and es-
trange us from one another.” Their con-
clusion: “We believe that this finding
places a new and very heavy burden of
responsibility on the news media.”

They didn't say exactly what that re-
sponsibility is. It certainly is not to tailor
the national news diet in order to
spread sweetness and light, Any sugges-
tion that the media can, or should, cre-
ate a society of caring, socially responsi-
ble citizens is to distort the news func-
tion and life itself.

But there is a responsibility, although
not a new one. It is the responsibility to

- recognize that the news business does
not operate in a vacuum. News is not
only about people, but it affects people.

if the Holloway-Hornstein findings
are taken to heart as proof of that, they
will be tremendously useful.

David Van Praagh

DACCA--In Bangladesh, the eco-
nomiic equation is starkly simple. It
involves people and food. If there are
100 wany people and not enough
food, the answer is death, as it was in
1974. If there is enough or even a lit-
tle more than enough food to go
around, the answer is life at a low
tevel for most people.

At the moment, Bangladesh is
doing well. This is a generally held
hut relative judgment of conditions
that almost no other country would
accept. Even Bengalis warn that
some Western economic observers
are too optimistic—and other West-
ern observers shake.their heads at
their colleagues.

Two good rice crops in a row, plus
4 moderately successful effort to
grow wheat and continued food im-
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ports, have produced not only
enough food but a problem of how to
store the surplus. Meanwhile, a popu-
lation of 81 million continues to grow
at least 2.8 per cent a year, a rate
that, if not'reduced, will double the
population by the year 2000.

So life goes on, and so do economic
projections. For example, a trishaw
wallah—a man who pedals a three-
wheeled bicycle designed to carry
another human being or two around
Dacca for roughly seven cents a mile
~—may be able to buy a new T'shirt
for his wiry frame, or even to turn
around while pedaling to explain the
sights to a customer in a mixture of
Bengali and English.

There are no longer colovies of
syuatters near the center of the capi-
tal, only scattered huts, although this
may be due mainly to the govern-
ment's moving urban poor out of the
city. The streets are clean, again by
official order, although almost all
buildings except the largely unoccu-

are dingy or worse. There are even a
few smiles among the “babus"—the
government clerks who labor, or
make a pretense of doing so, amid
stacks of yellowed, irrelevant papers.

In many parts of the countryside,
the rural poor—often landless peas-
ants who do not even have tenant-
farmer  status—receive  cnough
wheat flour to live on in return for
work moving earth for irrigation
canals. In some villages, boys and
girls and their mothers are earning a

pied and uncompleted “new capital” -

pittance making crude crafts and
selling them through government co-
operatijves.

These are ali mildly encouraging
contrasts to the chaos and frantic for-
eign-relief efforts in the months fol-
lowing the violent attainment of in-
"dependence from Pakistan in Decem-
ber 1971, and to the growing despair
culminating in 1974's floods and mass
starvatjon. The improvement is due
mainly to good weather, or the abs-
ence for two years of natural cata-
strophes, such as cyclones and flood-
ing, to which Bangladesh remains
vulnerable. Food output has grown
by 2 or 3 million tons to 13 million in
1976, and food imports—still the big-
gest element in aid provided by the
two largest donors, the United States
and Canada—have dropped to less
than 10 per cent of need, although
they make up most of the food for
sale in Dacca.

A Bit of Hope 1n Bangladesh -
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But there are other plus factors be-
sides the weather. Bengali farmers
have started to take to high-yielding
varieties of grain and multiplecrop-
ping. The martial-law government un-
der Major Gen, Ziaur Rahman has ap-
parently reduced corruption and
smuggling to India. It is even possible
that poor Bengalis are working
harder because they sense the gov-
ernment wants to improve their lot.

Bernard Zagorin, former U.S. am-
bassador to the United Nations Eco-
'nomic and Social Council and chiel
U.N. representative here, illustrates
by holding each hand at a different
level his point that Bangladesh is in a

* better position than in the past to sus-
tain a bad crop year, and may even he
on the way to food self-sufficiency.

Another Western economist is less
‘hopeful. “1t's all fragile,” he insisted.
“It looks good in the short term but
in the long term even one pnor har-

. it's not good enough fast enough.”

vest would make things bad again—-

“We have to take bold decisions
and actions to hope to hreak the vi-
cious circle of poverty,” said M.-N.
Huda, the economic planning adviser
to Ziaur. He is one of the few trained -
and realistic experts overseeing an
economy that returns less than the
equivalent of $100 a year to the aver-
age Bengali, and considerably less to
many because of the continued exis-
tence of a small, wealthy class of
landowners. He was not optimistic
about the prospects of bringing
about genuine land reform henefit-
ting the small cultivator and making
it more likely he will buy the expen-
sive inputs necessary for the Green
Revolution to take root in Bangla-
desh.

Bangladesh’s only reasonable hope
for new and meaningful industriali-
zation rests on natural gas deposits
that can be used to make fertilizer.
Its main export, jute, is in danger of
becoming obsolete. Its Jong-range sal-
vation, according to Agriculture Sec-
retary Obaidullah Khan, lies in devel-
oping with India the vast food poten-
tial of the Ganges-Brahmaputra
Plain, but Bangladesh suffers agricul-
turally now from India's diverting
river waters for its own uses. Obai-
dullah believes that food production
in Bangladesh can keep up with a
nopulation growth rate of 2 per cent.

Mohammed Sattar, a Harvard-edu-
cated family planning official, be-
lieves that poor women in Bangla-
desh want fewer children but are
just becoming acquainted with safe,
voluntary birth-control methods. He
is optimistic that population growth
will be cut, if only because “our posi-
tion is so desperate something must
happen.” X

A Western aid official who has
been here more than four years may
have summed up the life-and-death
equation in Bangladesh most fairly
and aptly: “The Bengalis have always
kept their heads above water but
most of them don't seem 10 want to
do more. If they had two bad crop
years instead of two good ones, it
would be murderous. If nothing had
been done to help Bangladesh a few
years ago, or if nothing is done now,
the end will come quickly—in five or
10 years, not 50. So Bangladesh is im-
portant not only for itself bul as a
prototype for dealing with a low-level
society as a testing ground and show-
ing that it doesn’t have to go under.
But we can't really expect much else,
and we can't even be sure of that.”

Walter Galyon

John C. Saw‘hill-

Toward a National Energ

There is a growing natignal “iware-
ness that we face a serious energy prob-
lem in both the short and long term.
And there is a general cunsensus that
we need a national energy policy to
deal with those problems. But turning
that consensus into effective action has
so far eluded us.

The new administration must move
quickly beyond mere rearrangement of
boxes on our federal organization chart
—one of the few concrete proposals
that has surfaced so far. For so little
has been done since the 1973 Arab oil
embargo that imports now account for
a higher percentage of total U.S. con-
sumption.than they did then. And our
energy conservation program is so inef-
fective (ranking near the bottom of the
list of industrialized nations) that we
are missing our best chance of defusing
the Arab oil weapon.

The immediate problem is the grow-
ing U.S. dependence on oil imports in-
creasingly concentrated in the Middle
East. The longer-range problem is the
need to find alternative sources of en-
ergy to sustain the world’s economy in
the next century when oil and gas sup-
pies are depleted, Unless we solve the
near-term problem, our domestic econ-
omy and our foreign policy will remain

unduly vulnerable to manipulation by
the Arab states, and the mounting debt
burdens on the non-oil producing less-
developed countries will continue to
threaten international financial stabili-

ty. Unless we solve the longer-range’

problem, we will have difficulty main-
taining a rising standard of living once
liquid hydrocarbon reserves are ex-
hausted. - . -

v

The writer, former Federal Energy
Administrator, is president of New
York University.

Several critical decisions are called
for, the first of which is to establish
short- and long-range goals for U.S. de-
peridence on foreign sources for petro-
leum. A second is to set a target for re-
ducing the growth of energy consump-
tion and to enact a package of tough
energy-conservation measures. Some-
what higher fuel prices, coupled with
other economic incentives (like tax
credits for insulation) and regulatory
measures (such as banning nonreturna-
ble bottles), could reduce the rate of en-
ergy-dlemand growth well below 2 per
cent a year.

y Plan )

One of the most pressing energy is-
sues before Congress is whether the
government should continue to regu-

"late oil and gas prices. Opponents of

regulation claim that controls encour-
age consumption, discourage invest-
ment in new production, and maintain
an unnecessary government bureauc-
racy. Proponents argue that oil prices
have always been regulated de facto—
first through production limits set by
. the Texas Railroad Commission and
later through the import-quota pro-
gram.
If controls were completely elimi-
nated today, the price for oil would not

" be determined by free market demand-

and-supply conditions, but by the OPEC
cartel. U.S. oil prices should be as con-
sistent as possible with U.S. economic
recovery and energy objectives; it is un-
likely, to say the least, that the OPEC
managers will act on this criterion. My
own view is that complete deregulation
is not the best course. The United
States must continue to regulate crude
oil prices with a view toward keeping
our economic engine lubricated, but
permit them to'rise enough to encour-
age conservation, new exploration, and
the development of new facllities. Pe-
troleumn product prices and the price of

new natural gas at the wellhead should

be deregulated, however, since they
will tend to move with crude-oil prices.
The best way to moderate world en-
ergy prices Is to reduce our import de-
pendency; Beyond this, however, there
are other actions that should be ex-

plored. One is the possibility of estab- -

lishing a government agency to, pur-
chase some imports (such as those nec-
essary to build an oil stockpile) under a

system whereby OPEC suppliers would
be required to submit sealed bids for’

access to'the U.S. inarket as’'a means of

fostering competition® among them.,

The dissension -at the recent Qatar
meetings suggests that there may be
opportunities for the new administra-
tion to widen cracks in the cartel, and
thereby bring downward pressures on
prices. )

In addition to prices, a pressing ques-
tion facing the new Carter energy team
is the future role of nuclear power. Re-
‘ducing our dependency on oil as a pri-
mary energy source in the longer term
will require much expanded capacity
for electrical generation besides an in-
creased role for coal. This means some
firm decisions on nuclear energy. The
current debate on this issue has cen-
tered around questions of reactor

A Profusion

Of ‘Non’ Sense

Somewhere along the way we have
been screened out, chopped up and
ground down into a stack of neat little
packages. And each package is stamped
with a label identifying us as members
of various groups. In most cases we are
a simple, insignificant “non.”

Now there is no personal offense in-

tended in these labels; they are merely
a part of today's language. Instead of
going into.great detail about a person, a
philosophy, an activity or a product, it’s
much easier to slap on a label. :
Apparently this practice is for the
convenience of polisters, government
agencies, manufacturers, advertisers
and others who use statistics to sell,
promote, prove and disprove or simply
play with numbers and percentages.
But instead of calling us what we are,
we are best known for what we ain't.
Although you may think of yourself
as an ordinary man or woman, chances
are you are labeled as nonmale or non-
female. Instead of being a positive
something-or-other, you've got to be a
negative something-or-other, like non-
white or nonblack. Or maybe nonu-

_ nion, nonprofessional or nonconform-
"ing. L
. You may be labeled as nonmilitary,

nonvocal, nonbelligerent or nonaffil-
iated. Or maybe you're a nonsmoker,
nondrinker, nonvoter and nonpolluter.
You could be a nonsalaried, nonpro-
gressive nonproducer. )

“You may believe in nonviolence, non-.

intervention, nonparticipation or non:,
restraint. Or you can be a nonbeliever
in nonspecifics.

You may be known as a nonconsu-
mer, nonsubscriber and nonuser, but
your home could contain at least a few
noncombustibles, nonbreakables and
nonreturnables. Some of your house-
hold items may bé nonrefillable, non-
fireproof or nonintoxicating. Some

may be nonusable and also nonreusa-
ble. )

If you think membership in “the si-
lent majority” gives you a positive la-
bel, don't be misled; it may be only a
courteous way of grouping the nonenti-
ties.

There are of course a few firm, posi-
tive labels scattered about, although
they generally are-used for individuals
rather than groups. For example, ding-
aling, clod, freak, twerp and meathead.
Granted these are non-negative, but
they're also rather nonpolite.

Anyone worth his salt is entitled to a
few “nons”—either hyphenated or non-
hyphenated. The thing to avoid is the

Mr. Galyon is a freelance writer.

“un,” like unemployed, unhealthy, un-
informed, unhappy, unloved and un-
necessary. A good high-class non will al-
ways turn up his nose at a common or-
dinary un.

Since very few of us are important
enough to be called something nice and
positive, our best bet is to seek those
negative labels that cause the least
harm. Fof’ example, 2 nonhomeowner
doesn't have to fight crabgrass; a non-
viewer can avoid many hours of terri-
ble television; and a nonreader will
miss a lot of nonsense he didn't want to
know anyhow.

Perhaps the ultimate of all nons
would be the nontaxpayer. But to
achieve such an enviable distinction
might be extremely difficull unless one
can first find a way to become a non-
resident with a non-income-produ¢ing
profession, or maybe a non-owner of a
nonprofit organization. Unfortunately,
by the time you get all that together,
you may be eating nonedibles!

Rowland Evans and Kobert Novak

Nominee 1n Trouble:

Mary King, ACTION

Stung once by the Senate in the Sor-
ensen-CIA fiasco, President Carter has
now all but conceded a second defeat,
less significant than the withdrawal of
Ted Sorensen’s nomination to head the

CIA but, in a personal sense, more hu-

miliating.

Mary King, who along with her hus-
band, White House aide Peter Bourne,
has been touted as one of Jimmy Car-
ter’s closest personal aides, was slated
to be director of ACTION, the $100-mil-
lion agency that includes the Peace
Corps, VISTA and other volunteer or-
ganizations). '

But when word of pending nomina-
tion leaked to the press, it triggered a
storm of indignation in the Senate La-
bor Committee, which, with the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, has juris-
diction over confirmation, Leading the
opposition are two formidable Senate
powers: Labor Committee Chairman
Harrison (Pete) Williams of New Jersey
and Majority Whip Alan Cranston of
California, who is chairman of the La-
bor subcommittee that would handle
the nomination.

They and other Democrats have gqui-
etly passed this firm word to Carter:
Mary King was a “disaster” as head of
the Carter Women's Committee and his
health-policy task force during the
campaign and Js unqualified to run a
$100-million agency that has been in
trouble since it was created six years
ago.

Williams personally led the 1971 floor
fight against the Nixon administra-
tion’s proposal to lump the Peace Corps
and VISTA together in .one sprawling
agency. The Nixon plan was adopted,
however, and the agency is now de-
scribed by congressional experts as

safety and waste disposal and, as a re-
sult, has tended to obscure the more
critical issue, which is the problem of
weapons proliferation. The key to re-
.ducing the proliferation risks is to limit
the spread of plutonium until appropri-
ate safeguards are in place.

Fortunately, the US. has sufficient
uranium reserves to last well into the
next century. For this reason, we are in
a position to defer the decision on plu-
tonium recycling and on commerciali-
zation of the breeder reactor (which
uses plutonium) in order to influence
foreign suppliers to do thie same. Simul-
taneously, we should work from the
other end to persuade potential buyers
of these facilities that their benefits are
outweighed by the risk of weapons pro-
liferation. Strengthening and broaden-
ing the mandate ©of the International
Atomic Energy Agency would help to
enforce measures to limit proliferation.

In sum, then, we need serious com-
mitment to a national energy plan. We
will be able to measure the seriousness
of this commitment by the speed with
which proposals are made and deci-

, sions are reached on these overall

goals. The consequences of continued
inaction are grave indeed.
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“having the lowest morale of any
agency in town.”

What makes the Senate's rebellion
against Mary King so embarrassing is
her closeness to the new President. She
was described in The New York Times
last summer as “one of the Carter Brain
Trust, on the same level as his foreign
policy adviser, Zbigniew Brzezinski.”
Senate operatives view her differently,
describing her privately as too inexpe-
rienced and politically naive for the top
ACTION job (now held by Michael P.
Balzano) but perhaps suited for a lesser
post in the same agency.

A footnote: Anti-King sentiment in
the Senate marks another step in the
decline of Carter's aides and advisers
who do not come out of the old Carter
inner circle of Georgia aides, and an-
other boost in the power of that inner
circle, led by Hamilton Jordan.

The Republican Party's ideological
split was vividly brought home to the
party's new national chairman, William
Brock, when Sen. Jesse Helms of North
Carolina once again raised the incendi-
ary issue of Panama Canal control.

Helms proposed to Brock that Ronald
Reagan represent the Republican Party
nationally on the canal issue—a bitter
point of contention between Reagan
and President Gerald Ford in their
struggle for the Republican presiden-
tial nomination. Since Brock has no in-
tention of reopening that struggle, he is.
not about to follow Helms’ advice.

With Robert Strauss’ remarkable rec-
ord of conciliation as Democratic na-
tional chairman during the past four
years as his model, Brock wants to em-
phasize those issues on which Republi-
cans agree rather than disagree. But
that means overcoming the intense
pressure from the party's left and right
wings, both of which claim credit for
Brock's election, to take hard stands on
specific issues. ! -

Helms, who has emerged as an ag-
gressive and influential figure on the
Republican right, telephone Brock
shortly after his election to congratu-
late him for winning as a “born-again
conservative.,” The phrase reveals the
dubious but widely-held view by- many
conservatives that Brock lost his Senate
seat in Tennessee last year by straying
too far left and now has moved right
again to be elected national chajirman.

Helms then suggested that the Re-
publican National Committee demand
equal time to answer President Carter’s
contemplated fireside chat on the Pan-
ama Canal negotiations, Reagan, said
Helms, would be admirably equipped
to present the Repubican viewpoint,

Indisputably, Brock did not glve a to-
tal no to Helms. But whereas friends of

Helms report that Brock agreed to
making use of Reagan, friends of Brock
say he was only agreeing to the princi-
ple of demanding equal time,

The Ford camp, lead by the former
President himself, would protest loud
'and long should Reagan represent the
party on canal negotiations. So, Brock
is at once faced with a divisive issue
from out of the past that runs exactly
counter to his search for issues that will
unify the bedraggled party.
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